Easter drama, page 12




EASTER THROUGH THE EYES OF CHILDREN

Scene 1: Palm Sunday

   [Abel & Andrew meet each other center stage, perhaps one tossing a leather beanbag]

Andrew: Hey, Abel, What’s up?  We were looking for you earlier but couldn’t find you. Where were you?

Abel: I was over in the Kidron Valley, going toward the Mount of Olives, and we ran into some sort of parade.

Andrew: A parade? The festival doesn’t start till next week. What sort of parade was it? 

[Hannah & Miriam enter stage left.   Joel enters from stage right]

Abel: Well, Andrew, there was a rabbi riding down the Mount of Olives on a donkey. A bunch of people were gathered around, singing songs and praising God.

Andrew: What’s the big deal about some guy riding a donkey? That happens all the time.  What was so special about the donkey? 

Abel: [laughing] Well Andrew, the donkey wasn’t special – it was the guy who was riding the donkey

Hannah: And who was that? 

Abel: It was Jesus of Nazareth. 

Miriam: Hah! Can anything good come out of Nazareth? Isn’t that way up in Galilee? – they can’t go to the temple everyday, like we can.

Abel: Well, this Jesus might be from Nazareth, but I hear he does miracles and heals people and stuff like that. He must be pretty good, if so many people are praising God when he comes into Jerusalem.

Hannah: Oh, yes. The parade. I saw that. Lots of people singing praises, and throwing palm branches into the road – and some of them were even throwing their coats on the ground for that donkey to step on.  Isn’t that right Abel?

Andrew: Heh, Abel, is that how your robe got that big dirty mark on the back? Been throwing your coat on the ground for some donkey to step on? 

Abel: Oh, uh, well, it’s like I said, the donkey wasn’t special – it was the guy riding on it. Some of the people in the crowd said that this Jesus would be the Messiah – that he’ll be the next king of Israel.

Andrew: And so you threw your coat on the ground.  Right. 

Abel: Well, yes, and so did my dad and a whole bunch of other people. We are really looking for a Messiah, you know. Somebody who will kick the Romans out of here and make this nation a great power again.  A nation under God, and not under these pagan soldiers.

Joel: Yes, my mom said that the Messiah would come riding into town on a donkey – that’s in the Scriptures, you know. “Behold, your king is coming to you – humble, riding on a donkey.” 

Miriam: Well, thanks for the Bible lesson, rabbi Joel. So all those people think that Jesus is the next king of Israel? 

Joel: My uncle is studying to be a rabbi, and I’ve heard him read that scripture lots of times. He was telling my dad about it when we all saw the parade coming into Jerusalem.

Hannah: I wonder what Pretentious Pilate thinks about the Messiah – he gets kinda jealous, doesn’t he? I don’t think he wants to get kicked out of Jerusalem. And the priests don’t seem to be too interested in a messiah, either. They’ve got it pretty good the way it is.

Miriam: Yeh, but lots of us regular people want to see Pilate get kicked out. I sure hope that this Jesus character really is the Messiah you are talking about.

Hannah: Apparently lots of people think he is. As he was coming into Jerusalem, people were shouting “Hosanna to the son of David!” Everybody knows that that’s another name for the Messiah, the new king of Judah – and practically half the city was there. 

Miriam: So Pilate has probably already heard about it. We’ll find out pretty soon what this Jesus guy is going to do.  Whether he really is the Messiah. Oh, wouldn’t that be exciting? Do you think he is? 

Scene 2: a day later

Mary and Lydia meet John and Elizabeth

Mary: Hey John, did you hear what Jesus of Nazareth did yesterday? 

John. Oh, you mean the guy who rode into town on a donkey? What’s he doing now? 

Mary: Yesterday, he went into the temple and turned over the tables and chased the moneychangers out – it was quite a scene. Animals running loose, pigeons flying around, lots of shouting. [Boasting]  I saw it myself.

John: That doesn’t sound like the Messiah to me.  Puh!  Causing a disturbance in the temple. The Messiah is supposed to attack the Romans, not chase Jews out of the temple!

Lydia: Yea, but it sounds like this Jesus has a good point – those moneychangers are kindof a scandal in the temple anyway. That’s not what real worship is. 

Elizabeth: So the Messiah is supposed to attack greedy Jews instead of greedy Romans? 

Lydia: I heard Jesus say that the temple is supposed to be a place of prayer, not a place for robbers to do their business. He’s just trying to get people to repent, so they are right with God.

Elizabeth: That’s what John the Baptist did, and you know what happened to him, don’t you? 

[Makes action as if cutting her throat]

 A messiah who attacks his own people isn’t much of a Messiah, I say.

Steven (rushing up): Hey guys – catch a load of this!  Jesus was coming into town yesterday morning and he cursed a fig tree!

John:  So…

Steven:  and that fig tree is already withered up and dead! ……. Like, not alive!

Elizabeth: Great! That’s just what we need – a messiah who attacks fig trees. This is all a big stir, I think. Nothing’s going to come of it. 

Mary: But this Jesus is doing some pretty amazing miracles. If he has that kind of power, it must be because God is with him.

Elizabeth: Remember that Egyptian guy a few years back who led a big mob into the desert?

Lydia:  Yea

Mary:      No

Steven: [Scratching head for a long time]  No

Elizabeth:  Well, lots of people thought he was the messiah, but he got killed and everybody who followed him was humiliated. Don’t be too quick to believe stories about a messiah.

Lydia: Well, someday the messiah really will come, and we shouldn’t be too slow to accept him, either. Who knows -- maybe this Jesus really is the Messiah.

Scene 3: Andrew and Miriam (others could also be there)

Miriam:  Hey Andrew. What’s up? 

Andrew: Not much, Miriam.  Our family is just getting ready for the festival. We picked out our lamb, and mom is getting the house ready for our visitors. Just like usual. [pause]


Say, have you heard anything about that guy who might be the messiah? Is anything coming of that? 

Miriam: Not much, it seems. Nobody’s started a revolution or anything.  [Pause]  Oh, I did hear something kind of funny, though. (laughing) Jesus was teaching, and some of the teachers of the law asked him whether we should pay taxes or not.

Andrew: So what did he say? 

Miriam: Well, think about it. If he said we should stop paying taxes, would he get in trouble?

Andrew: Sure, the Romans would arrest him if he taught that. 

Miriam: But what if he said we should pay taxes to Rome? Could the Messiah say that sort of thing? 

Andrew: Of course not. Messiahs don’t pay taxes to nobody except God! 

So what did he say -- and what was so funny? 

Miriam: Jesus said, "Show me a coin," and they did. And he said, "Whose picture is on it?" 

What do you think they said? 

Andrew: [shrugging shoulders] They said “Caesar,” I suppose.

Miriam. Right! So Jesus said, Pay Caesar whatever is Caesar’s, and pay God whatever is God’s. 

Andrew: OK – so what did the teachers say then? 

Miriam: They didn’t know what to say. What choice did they have? 

Is the money Caesar’s, or is it God’s?  

Andrew: Oh, I get it. The teachers of the law didn’t want to say that their money is really Caesar’s money.

Miriam: Right! – and [laughing] they didn’t want to say that God’s money has Caesar’s picture on it! 

Andrew: So what did they say? 

Miriam: They couldn’t say anything, so they just walked away! [laughing]   Jesus may not be the messiah, but at least he's a pretty clever rabbi!

Scene 4: John, Andrew and Steven enter from one side; others could be with them

Steven Trouble’s a-brewing.  I hear all the adults whispering stuff about Jesus. Some think he’s the messiah, and others think he’s just a trouble-maker. 

John: Yea, I hear them whispering, too – and sometimes not whispering. Last night I heard a pretty loud argument about him from the neighbors.

Andrew: Were they arguing about whether he is the messiah?

Steven: Even worse, [loud whisper] they are talking about getting swords and starting a war. People are gonna get killed – like that fig tree!

John:   My uncle has a sword hidden in the floor, I think. He’s pretty hot-tempered. He hates those Romans with all their pagan stuff they bring into the city.

Andrew: Well, if Jesus is the messiah, why would your uncle need a sword? Wouldn’t the messiah do all the work himself? 

John:  Some people think the messiah is waiting too long. They figure that if they start a war, then they’ll force the messiah to reveal himself and to take action. 

Andrew: They might force Jesus to be a king whether he wants to be or not!

Steven: Well, if Jesus doesn’t want to be king, he’s not going to be a very good messiah.  

Andrew:  The Romans would just get mad at us and kill half the city. I hope that people don’t do anything stupid.

John: Well, some guys say that this Jesus is going to destroy the whole temple.

Steven: Man, I’ve never heard of the messiah doing anything like that.

Andrew:  Isn’t he supposed to protect the temple? 

John: Well, some people think that the temple isn’t holy enough for God. Herod wasn’t exactly a saint, remember? They think that if this nation is really going to be holy, we’ve got to start all over with a new temple, one that pagans have never set foot in.

Andrew: Oh. [pause] You know something that bothers me about this Jesus stirring up the city?   It's that nobody seems to have their mind on the Passover festival. Now that’s not a very good sign. People are more interested in fighting than they are in worshipping God. That just doesn’t seem right to me. That doesn't sound like the Messiah to me.

Scene 5: Guys & girls (a bit subdued)

Joel: Hi there. Nice weather for the festival, isn’t it? 

Lydia: Yea, sure is. Joel, is your family ready? 

Joel: Yea.

Mary: Ours isn’t.  The festival starts tomorrow, and we’ve never been this late before. Everybody’s talking about Jesus instead of getting ready for the Passover.

Joel: Some of our neighbors were arguing about Jesus until midnight or so. I couldn’t go to sleep because they were so loud about it. 

Abel: It’s strange, isn’t it, that Jesus himself isn’t causing all the problems – it’s just people arguing about Jesus. Why don’t they just ask him whether he is the messiah, and settle it once and for all?

Elizabeth: Well, maybe they will. I heard that they arrested him last night. [know-it-all tone]

Several: What??
Elizabeth: Yea, he was up on the Mount of Olives and they went up there with some armed guards and arrested him.

Mary: Was there a fight or anything? 

Elizabeth: Some sort of scuffle, I heard, something about somebody’s ear getting cut off, but nobody got arrested except Jesus. They brought him back to Pilate’s palace to see what to do with him.

Lydia: They’ll probably keep him in jail until the festival is over and all the crowds go home. The Romans always get nervous when so many people come to Jerusalem for the festivals.

Abel: Yea, the Romans are scared. There are lots of people from Galilee here, and many of them are probably supporters of  Jesus. The Romans don’t want a riot, and they’ve heard all the talk this week. about a rebellion.  I guess they figure if they put Jesus in jail then the crowds will calm down a bit.

Lydia: Doesn’t that make you mad, though? Jesus hasn’t done anything wrong – all the fuss is caused by people talking about him. So the Romans go and arrest an innocent man, and then they brag about what a good and fair legal system they have!  

We sure need a messiah, whether or not it’s Jesus.

Elizabeth: Well, it sure doesn’t seem to be Jesus. Can you imagine the messiah letting the Romans arrest him and put him in jail? Doesn’t sound like the kind of Messiah we need!

Mary: Well, this Jesus may not be a messiah, but he sure seems to have the power of miracles.

Elizabeth: My dad says that’s because the devil himself is giving Jesus power. Jesus can do miracles because the devil can do miracles. And the Romans are doing us a favor if they throw Jesus in jail.

Mary: My cousin is a house-servant in the upper city, and she says she was serving where Jesus and his disciples were last night. It was pretty normal, she said, except that Jesus got down and washed his disciples’ feet!  Do you think the devil would wash people’s feet? 

Elizabeth: No, I suppose not. But neither would the messiah. This Jesus is sure a mixed-up character. He does great things one day and stupid things the next. Kicks people out of the temple one day and gets arrested another day. Keeps the city in an uproar. It’s just a mess – nothing good is going to come of it, my dad says.

Lydia: [cupping hand to ear] I hear some shouting over near the palace.  Maybe something’s happening now….  

[They rush off to stage right]

Scene 6: Miriam, Steven & John  come walking back slowly, sober-faced.

Miriam: Why do you think they all wanted him killed? 

Steven: I don't know. A week ago they were cheering and calling him the son of David.

John: Why are they in such a big hurry to kill him?  Couldn’t they just keep him in jail until the Passover is over? Why would they want to [grimace] crucify somebody right before the Passover? That’s  a sick thing to do for the festival.  The Romans are going too far this time….

Miriam: But those weren’t Romans who were crying out for a killing. Those were Jews, who were telling Pilate to kill a Jew. It’s just not right. It’s awfully mixed up.

John: People are scared. They heard that there’s a rebellion possible. They want Jesus to be killed so there won’t be a riot and the Romans won’t get mad and kill half the city. It’s better that one man should die, than the whole nation die. That’s what I heard one of them say.

Miriam: Maybe so, but it just makes me sick the way the Romans kill innocent Jews and hang them up on the crosses all bloody and humiliated and in pain. The Romans just want to intimidate us all, because they hate us.

John: No, it’s because they are scared of us, I think. They know there’s a lot of guys who have swords hidden in their homes, just waiting for the day when the trumpet will sound and the whole city will rise up and get rid of them.  I was hoping it would be Jesus, but I guess it’s not him. He’s just a poor rabbi who has been made a victim for everybody else.

Hannah (coming in from the side): Oh, (sighing) I just saw another one of those awful crucifixion parades. Some poor man had been beaten to a pulp, and was bleeding so bad he couldn’t even carry his cross. They had to grab somebody else to do it. It’s just sick, I tell you, especially before the festival. We don’t even treat animals the way the Romans treat us. 

Steven: It must have been Jesus. The Romans are gonna kill him. It just makes me mad. Even if Jesus isn’t the messiah, I sure wish we had one. 

[lights go out; everyone looks at sky and look at each other, worried]

Hannah: Hey – what’s happening? It’s only 3 o’clock in the afternoon. Why is it getting dark so soon? We’d better rush home and get ready for the festival!

[All except Steven leave stage right]

Steven (looking at the sky): This isn’t right, I tell you. Darkness in the middle of the day. God must be angry at us or something.  [Scratches head]   I wonder… 

Scene 7: Sunday morning

Abel: Well, things have calmed down at bit now. Last week was such an uproar, with arguments about Jesus and all. That crucifixion may have been a horrible sin, but at least the city is kindof back to normal now.

Miriam: Yes, the followers of Jesus aren’t fighting at all. They are just mourning their leader and getting spices for his burial. I guess they’re not the fighting kind after all. Maybe it was just a big mistake, a big hullabaloo for nothing.

Abel: It was nice of Joseph of Arimathea to donate his tomb. Maybe he was a secret follower.

Joel: Or maybe he just wanted to get those dead bodies off the cross before the festival began. Joseph was a good man, you know. He’s done lots of nice things for poor people. He just wanted a good festival.

Mary: Yea, but I’ve heard rumors. The Romans have put a guard at the tomb, because they are afraid that somebody is going to steal the body.

Steven That’s silly. Who would want to steal the body? 

Mary: Oh, some say that Jesus said he could come back to life again. So the Romans think that the disciples might steal the body and claim that a great miracle has happened.  That Jesus went to heaven in a chariot, like Elijah did. So the Romans put a guard at the tomb.

Steven: Well, Jesus’ disciples don’t seem to be expecting him to come back to life. My aunt is one of his disciples, and she was busy last night preparing burial spices. They’re sure not in any mood to fight. They are afraid of being arrested themselves. 

Lydia: That earthquake this morning must have frightened them really bad! Ha!

Miriam: Yea, I suppose it shook them up.

Lydia: (groaning) Oh, that was a bad joke. [Pause]  Why don’t we talk about something else for a change?

Steven:  What about the festival?

Mary: [pretending to be cheery] Yes, why is this day more special than any other day? 

Joel: Because on this day more than a thousand years ago, God brought us out of the land of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, and the Lord killed all the firstborn of Egypt but he passed over all the homes of our people. This day reminds us that God brought us out of slavery in Egypt.

Mary: And now we are slaves of the Romans in our own land. What good did that do us? We need another Passover – one where the Romans leave our land. 

Miriam: Oh, there we are talking politics again. Messiah this, messiah that. We all get our hopes up one day, and the poor guy gets killed the next. All this talk isn't doing anybody any good. If God is going to send us a messiah, he’ll make sure that the messiah is successful. Our ancestors didn’t have to fight the Egyptians – all they had to do was stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. Moses did all the work.

Andrew: I suppose so. And just like our ancestors were slaves in Egypt for 400 years, we are serving the Romans here, and it hasn't been 400 years yet, so we have quite a few years to go. I suppose we might as well get used to it. My dad says, “If you can’t beat them, join them.”

Elizabeth: Yes, if God gives us into the hand of the Romans, then God wants us to be under the hand of the Romans -- and if we fight them when we aren’t supposed to, then we are resisting the will of God. We might as well be like Daniel, who served God while serving in the government of Babylon. We can serve God even when we're in the Roman Empire.

Mary: And when you’re in the Roman Empire, then do as the Romans do? But what about the traditions of our ancestors? What about the Passover?  

Abel: What about the hopes we have for the Messiah of God?  

Joel:  What about being faithful to the true God instead of bowing down to stupid idols? Doesn’t God want us to be true to our traditions? 

Long silence

Hannah rushes up: You’ll never guess what I just heard… 

Andrew:   What?

Hannah:  (pant, pant) It’s about Jesus…

John: Oh no, not him again. Is he causing an uproar even after he’s dead? 

[people shake their heads, roll their eyes]

Hannah: Several people say that Jesus is alive!  He appeared to some of his disciples, and they are super excited.

Elizabeth: You don’t believe that sort of thing, do you? 

Hannah: Well, one of those people was my aunt! She was sure of what she saw – and Jesus did say that he would come back to life.

Elizabeth: Oh, come off it. What a ridiculous rumor! Why doesn’t somebody just go to the tomb and prove to everyone that Jesus is still there? 

Hannah: That’s the really exciting part. The tomb is empty! 

Abel:  Really?

Miriam:  It is?

Andrew:  Woah!

Hannah:  The guards are in big trouble. The whole city is talking about it. People have seen Jesus just appear, like a miracle!

Mary:  He’s alive!

Hannah:  Jesus is causing quite a commotion – turning the nation upside down. Who knows – could this be the messiah? 

Everyone is speechless…

